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Meet the ANR Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.
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Livestock

Agent Update
October has came and went in a flash, I can’t believe November is
already here!
Harvest season is still going on, so please keep an eye out on the roads
for our farmers and other ag workers that are moving various pieces of
equipment and grain trucks. Safety is just as important on the road as it
is in the field.
At the beginning of October I partnered with one of our 4-H agents to
take 9 teen volunteers to Disney World for the Disney’s Imagination
Campus Leadership Training. I had the opportunity to chaperone and
transport this great group of kids throughout the week (as pictured
above). We had a great time and we all learned something new!
Starting in October, I am partnering with Hendron Lone Oak Elementary
School’s 21  Century After School Club. Kicking off the program on a
high note, I was able to bring pumpkins for the kiddos to paint and take
home (as pictured above).
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I was asked to come help with the MCHS FFA’s Annual Fall on the Farm
event. I was able to bring my apple crusher and press, cornhole boards,
and pumpkin spice playdough ingredients (as pictured above).
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Ag & Natural Resources
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Are you hunting this deer season? If so, we would
love to give you a treat! Starting November 5 ,
we will have “Hunter’s Snack Bags” set out by

the KDFW CWD Drop Off Freezer at our barn and
inside our office for free pickup. These bags will
include different wild game recipes and snacks

to take with you on the hunt. If you sign your
name when you pick up your bag, your name will

be put in a drawing for a giveaway. Happy
Hunting!
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Feedlot Placements and Marketings Down Sharply from 2024
By: James Mitchell, University of Arkansas
 Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky
Josh Maples, Mississippi State University Extension
Date: 10/27/2025

Feeder and Live Cattle futures have fallen sharply over the past 12 days. The CME December Live Cattle
futures contract closed at $247.88 per cwt on October 16 but is trading today (October 27th) near $224 per
cwt. The CME November Feeder Cattle futures contract closed at $380.95 per cwt on October 16 and is now
trading below $339 per cwt. This period has included multiple limit-down days in the futures market. The
goal of this article is to provide context for some of the key questions circulating during this market swing.
We certainly don’t claim to have definitive answers as the situation remains fluid and will continue to
evolve.
Argentina Beef Imports
 The market shock began on October 16, following President Trump’s suggestion that there was a plan to
lower beef prices. As more information emerged, it appeared that the proposal centered on increasing
beef imports from Argentina. Specifically, the plan would expand the Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ) from 20,000
metric tons to 80,000 metric tons for Argentina beef, effectively quadrupling the volume of Argentina beef
that could enter the U.S. market. Understandably, this announcement has caused considerable concern
among market participants.
Could Higher Imports from Argentina Impact Beef Prices? 
 The short answer is: likely very little. The U.S. is already importing larger-than-normal volumes of beef due
to low domestic production and historically low cattle numbers. Year to date through July, beef imports
totaled 3.4 billion pounds, up 30% from the same period last year. The September World Agricultural Supply
and Demand Estimates (WASDE) forecast 2025 U.S. beef imports at 5.4 billion pounds, or about 18.4% of
total U.S. beef disappearance. The proposed TRQ increase for Argentina—an additional 60,000 metric tons
—would account for less than 1% of total disappearance, even if fully utilized.
 It is also important to recognize that “beef” is not a single product but a diverse portfolio of products
serving different market segments. The U.S. imports primarily lean manufacturing beef used in ground
beef production, while the domestic industry produces a larger share of grain-fed, high-quality cuts. As a
result, imports tend to supplement the domestic ground beef market rather than directly compete in the
U.S. grain-fed beef market. Both the volume and composition of imports are critical for assessing their
impact on domestic beef prices and it’s hard to see how either would drastically change overall volume or
import composition in the United States.
Live Cattle Imports
 Markets also had to react to news about a potential meeting this week between the U.S. and Mexico to
discuss a possible reopening of the southern border to live cattle imports. The U.S.-Mexico border was first
closed to live animal trade on November 2024 following a detection of New World Screwworm in Mexico
and remains closed today. Between February and May 2025, when the border was briefly open, weekly
feeder cattle imports from Mexico averaged 14,900 head—about 43% lower than the 2020-2024 weekly
average.
 If a hypothetical agreement were reached to reopen the border, it would likely occur gradually and involve
limited entry. In addition, many of the cattle that would have been exported while the border was closed
have already entered alternative marketing channels. Therefore, there is little evidence of a significant
backlog of Mexican cattle awaiting import. Even if some inventories were available, a phased reopening
would somewhat limit any increase in supply that could disrupt U.S. cattle markets.  
Have the Fundamentals Changed?
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To be clear, recent developments have certainly impacted cattle markets, but they have not materially
changed the underlying fundamentals. The U.S. still faces historically tight cattle supplies and lower beef
production. While beef cow slaughter has declined notably in 2025, there is little indication of widespread
beef heifer retention. When herd rebuilding does begin, fewer animals will enter the beef supply chain in
the near term, further tightening supplies. Beef supplies are tight now and will be tighter in 2026. Heifer
retention is the key to longer term cattle and beef supply expansion and that is a multi-year process.

 It is still too soon to determine the full impact of these market shocks on cash cattle markets. Prices for
500- to 600-pound steers were mostly 1% to 3% lower last week, with a few exceptions. Heavier feeder
cattle prices also declined 1% to 3%. The CME Feeder Cattle Index was down 2.5%, or $9 per cwt from the
previous week. Given that cattle futures were down sharply today (October 27 ), continued weakness in
cash markets is very possible this week. While this is more significant than a seasonal decline, it is worth
noting that the prices of heavy feeders tend to decrease as we move through fall and approach winter.
Regardless, the last couple of weeks have spoken to the importance of price risk management and
stakeholders should pay close attention as things continue to develop.
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Row Crops & Forages
Events and News
Cover Crop Considerations for 2026
Date: 10/10/2025
Sources: Dr. Chad Lee, UK Grain Crops Specialist, Dr. Erin Haramoto, UK Weed Science Research, Hanna
Poffenbarger, UK Soils Research

Farmers in Kentucky have been managing many fields no-till and low-till for decades. Cover crops are needed to help
reduce soil erosion, especially when following soybeans. Soybean residue is decomposing by February in many fields,
leading to soil erosion. The top priority of a cover crop in these fields is to reduce soil erosion. 

Going with a Grain
The best options for reducing soil erosion are the small grains – wheat, barley and cereal rye. These three crops usually
have good seed quality, grow well in our fields and will produce root systems that help reduce soil erosion. Plant wheat,
barley or cereal rye in October, preferably, or November with a drill with disk openers. The drill with disk openers will
provide adequate soil-to-seed contact, which is necessary given the dry conditions this fall. Seeding rate can be
between 40 to 60 lbs per acre, trending toward the higher rate with later plantings. 
If the soil test calls for phosphorus to be applied, apply DAP (18-46-0) in the fall. That little bit of nitrogen with the DAP
will help establish the cover crops. 

Terminate the cover crop about 4 weeks before planting corn in the spring. Using a herbicide like glyphosate to
terminate before planting corn will reduce potential competition with the corn crop. The remaining cover crop root
system will stay mostly intact for at least 4 to 6 weeks following termination, helping to hold soil in place. 
Using a single or mix of these cereal cover crops (wheat, barley and/or cereal rye) and terminating about 4 weeks
before corn planting probably provides the best combination of inexpensive seed, success in establishment, and
reduction of soil erosion. This approach will require an additional 20 to 40 pounds of nitrogen per acre in the following
corn crop. 

Other Species
Legumes are often used to provide some plant available nitrogen to the following corn crop. Crimson clover and
Austrian winter pea can be planted on the middle of October. Brassicas like radishes are reported to help with soil
compaction in some cases. Brassicas should be planted in September for best results. If the legume is terminated
early (4 weeks or so before planting), there is little to no nitrogen benefit to the following corn crop. Most radishes
selected for cover crops in this region will be killed by freezing temperatures well before planting corn. Other brassicas
like canola (or oilseed rape) will survive most winters in Kentucky. 

Legumes and brassicas have many benefits, but are often slow to establish in fall and, with the exception of oilseed
radishes, do not provide adequate groundcover on their own. Therefore, if the goal is to reduce soil erosion, legumes
and brassicas should be mixed with a small grain cover crop. Glyphosate alone may not be sufficient to terminate the
mixed species cover crops. If these mixes are terminated 4 weeks before planting corn, there is an expectation that an
additional 20 to 40 pounds of nitrogen per acre is needed for the corn crop. 
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For additional resources feel free to contact me via email at

gracey.moffitt@uky.edu and I would be happy to share them with you.
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Event Calendar for
November 2025

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call the

office at 270-554-9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.mgcaf
e.uky.edu/events/calendar
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Venison Stew

Servings: 6 Serving Size: 2 cups

Ingredients:
 ½ teaspoon black pepper
 1 teaspoon salt
 ½ teaspoon garlic powder
 2 tablespoons flour
 1 pound venison, cubed
 1 tablespoon oil
 3 cups water
 1 onion, chopped
 4 potatoes, cubed
 3 carrots, sliced
 3 stalks celery, chopped
 2 bay leaves
 1 tablespoon dried parsley

Directions:
Combine pepper, salt, garlic powder, and flour in a plastic bag or large bowl. Add cubed
venison and shake bag or toss to coat meat. Brown meat in hot oil, in a large, heavy saucepan.
Stir in water. Add remaining ingredients and cook on high until it begins to boil. Reduce heat
and simmer for approximately 1 hour. To thicken, in a small mixing bowl, stir ½ cup warm water
into 2 tablespoons of flour. Add mixture into stew. Stir until thickened and bubbly. Cook an
additional 30 minutes or until vegetables and meat are tender.

Source: Adapted from Venison Recipe Collection, Compiled by Becky Nash, Extension Agent for
Family and Consumer Sciences

Tips: Alternative to stove-top cooking: use slow cooker set on low for 8 hours.

Recipe of the Month


