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Meet the ANR Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.
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Agent Update
Holy cow it is already October! It is hard to believe that September flew
by so fast, but I am just excited to finally have some fall weather!

Harvest season really kicked off in September just around Labor Day
and is still in full swing. So please keep an eye out on the roads for our
farmers and other ag workers that are moving various pieces of
equipment and grain trucks. Safety is just as important on the road as it
is in the field.
At the beginning of September I partnered with our FCS agent to do a 2-
night Disaster Preparedness Program. I got to speak on the second
night about post disaster safety, farm and animal specific disaster
preparedness and safety, as well as the importance of mental health
and resources. We had a great turnout this year!
The Purchase Region Master Cattlemen Program Series is in full swing
and has been very successful so far. We have been having about 50
people in attendance at each session to get closer to receiving their
certifications.
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Feedlot Placements and Marketings Down Sharply from 2024
By: Josh Maples, Mississippi State University Extension
Date: 9/22/2025

The USDA’s latest Cattle on Feed report showed continued tightening of feedlot supplies. Total cattle on
feed was down only 1.1 percent from a year ago, but both placements into feedlots and marketings out of
feedlots were sharply below year-ago levels.

As of September 1, feedlots with 1,000 head or more reported 11.1 million cattle on feed. Placements during
August were 1.78 million head, a 9.9 percent decline from August 2024. Placements were lower across all
weight classes. This was the lowest August placement total since 2015. 

At 1.57 million head, fed cattle marketed in August dropped 13.6 percent from a year ago. This was the
lowest August marketing level since the series began in 1996. Excluding the early months of the pandemic,
August 2025 was also the lowest marketings total of any month since 2015. There was one less slaughter
day this year which accounted for some of the difference, but this is still a very low marketings total. 
Regional differences are stark. The three largest cattle feeding states are Texas, Nebraska, and Kansas
which combine for about 65 percent of total cattle on feed. Despite smaller placements, cattle on feed in
Nebraska was up 4.7 percent and Kansas was up 3.1 percent. Meanwhile the number of cattle on feed in
Texas was 9.1 percent below September 2024 driven by an 18 percent decline in placements into Texas
feedlots. The closure of the southern border to imports of feeder cattle due to concerns of New World
Screwworm is impacting southern feedlots and could lead to Texas being surpassed by Nebraska as the
largest cattle feeding state in the coming months. 

Nebraska has surpassed Texas in monthly totals only nine times with most of those instances occurring
during 2014-2016 and driven by severe drought reductions in Texas cattle. On September 1, Texas had 70
thousand head more cattle on feed than Nebraska and 150 thousand more than Kansas. This is much
tighter than the 430 thousand and 470 thousand differences from a year ago. The 150 thousand head
difference between Texas and Kansas is the closest since 1992.

Overall, this report was pretty telling about the current dynamics of the cattle and beef sector. At the
national level, placements and marketings slowed sharply in August. A closer look at state-level statistics
shows the shift northward in cattle feeding numbers as southern feeders face even tighter supplies. 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmsstate.us15.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd27b0f8ca2d30ab88ad971a94%26id%3D7151fca994%26e%3D97693da52e&data=05%7C02%7Cgamo239%40UKY.EDU%7C6d62dcdf68e44f807f0d08ddfa030844%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638941613131245899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tnsblR94sz0964Mdf0CHqmss%2FWcDpmAxF1ZrDlk9Hf8%3D&reserved=0
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Row Crops & Forages
Events and News
Fall 2025 Wheat Planting Decision 
Date: 9/23/2025
Source: Greg Halich, UK Extension Ag Economist

Corn harvest is underway and Kentucky grain farmers will soon decide if and how much wheat they will plant this fall.
Compared to last year there is a slight drop in both soybean and wheat prices, stable fuel prices, and a slight increase
in fertilizer prices. The following analysis quantifies these relative changes to estimate the profitability for crops
harvested in 2026. The analysis includes estimated returns comparing double-cropped wheat/soybeans with full-
season soybeans for the 2026 crop, and the likely implications for Kentucky grain farmers.

Additional costs associated with double-cropping are accounted for, including fuel, fertilizer, herbicides, machinery
repairs and depreciation, labor, hauling, etc. The analysis assumes a blended mix of selling directly from the field and
selling from storage for both wheat and soybeans, as well as expected basis for each crop with those scenarios. This
results in 2026 crop blended prices of $5.60/bu for wheat and $10.50/bu for soybeans given Future’s prices at the
close of 9/23/25.

Two regions with different agronomic characteristics are evaluated. The first region is along the southwest tier of
counties roughly between I-24 and I-65, which traditionally does a lot of double-cropping. The second region is the
northwest tier of Kentucky counties (Ohio Valley region) that has some of the best yields for corn and soybeans, but
traditionally plants less wheat. Cash rent is assumed to be $200/acre for both these regions for the average ground
and $250/acre on the best ground (note: this will vary substantially, but is done here for illustrative purposes only).
Other major assumptions are: $3.00/gallon fuel, 50 mile one-way grain hauling, $.63/unit N, $.71/unit P, and $.41/unit K.  
 
Summary-Recommendations: Given the current expected market conditions (9/23/25), planting wheat does not look
attractive in any of the Kentucky regions evaluated. On average ground in the Southwest Tier and all the Northwest
Tier there is a clear advantage for full-season soybeans. On the best ground in the Southwest Tier there was a small
advantage for full-season soybeans. The results are worse compared to last fall in terms of the relative profitability for
wheat. The results are also worse compared to last fall in terms of overall profitability.

This analysis does not account for potential payments from Farm Bill programs. However, these programs would pay
on base acre crop allocation and not planted acres, so there should be no effect on the planting decision. This analysis
also does not account for the potential of harvesting straw, which is typically more common in Central Kentucky, or
potential soil health benefits for having a winter cover crop with the wheat.

To change the assumptions above to your specific conditions and evaluate your expected profitability, go to the
budget site at https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications-budgets-decision-aids The Corn-Soybean Budgets
and Wheat Budgets can be downloaded or opened directly from this page.  

Greg Halich can be contacted at Greg.Halich@uky.edu or 859-257-8841
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For the full article, feel free to contact me via email at

gracey.moffitt@uky.edu and I would be happy to share it with you.

https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications-budgets-decision-aids
mailto:Greg.Halich@uky.edu
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Event Calendar for
October 2025

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call the

office at 270-554-9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.mgcaf
e.uky.edu/events/calendar
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Apple Crumb Dessert

Servings:4Serving Size:1/4 of recipe
Ingredients:

 Nonstick cooking spray
 4 medium apples for baking
 1/2 cup quick-cooking oatmeal (uncooked)
 1/4 cup light or dark brown sugar, packed
 2 teaspoons cinnamon
 1/3 cup 100% apple juice

Directions:
1.Move the oven rack to the center of the oven. Preheat the oven to 350° F.

2.Spray the bottom and sides of a 9-inch square baking dish with nonstick cooking spray.
3.Wash and peel the apples. Cut them into thin slices.
4.Spread the apple slices evenly over the bottom of the baking dish.
5.In a small bowl, use a fork to mix the oatmeal, brown sugar and cinnamon.
6.Spread the oatmeal mix evenly over the apples in the baking dish.
7.Lightly pour the apple juice over the oatmeal mixture.
8.Cover the dish and bake for 20-30 minutes until apples start to soften.
9.Uncover and bake for another 15-20 minutes until apples are soft.

Source: LEAP...for Health: USDA Mixing Bowl. What's Cooking? Fat-Free Apple Crumb Dessert
http://www.whatscooking.fns.usda.gov/recipes/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-
snap/fat-free-apple-crumb-dessert.
Tips
A baking apple holds its shape and does not breakdown into puree when heated in an oven.
Braeburn, Cortland, Gala, Golden Delicious, Granny Smith, Honeycrisp, Jonagold, Jonathan, Pink
Lady, Rome and Winesap are good apple varieties for baking.

Nutrition Facts Per Serving: 130 calories; O.Sg fat; Og saturated fat; Og trans fat; 0mg cholesterol;
0mg sodium; 33g carbohydrate; 3g fiber; 23g sugar; 9g added sugars; 1g protein; 0% Daily Value of
vitamin D; 2% Daily Value of calcium; 6% Daily Value of iron; 4% Daily Value of potassium.

Recipe of the Month


